Water and farming in Scotland
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Rainfall é &

The average annual rainfall in Scotland varies L o
from 700mm on the east coast to 1,500mm on
the west coast. This huge range greatly ¢ :
influences how land can be used for farming
and agriculture. Wi
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Hill sheep farming N TS e et Sy Pigs and poultry

Sheep graze in the hills where there is plenty ey 1 R : Pigs and poultry should have continuous access
rain to water the vegetation. The soil is thin and Iy R e, 4 to a good water supply, especially when they
generally of poor quality. \ . S G N, y are reared indoors.

o A Potato growing
lowland farming N 24 ‘ ‘ ) -4 7 . 4 ’ Ware potatoes need around 5-8cm of water

per week to grow. This can come from rainfall
and extra irrigation over the summer to ensure
good quality and a high yield.

Seed potatoes are also an important crop in

Cattle and sheep graze naturally on the upper
slopes and are brought down to the lowlands
for fattening.

Dairy farmin .
Y 9 Arable farming
Lush grass is essential feed for milking cows, to

make dairy products such as butter, cheese and J7R W T e o o AT , During dry spells, farmers have to irrigate crops,
yoghurt. These pastures are mainly found in ot % . T N - — ' Ry - phe especially potatoes, vegetables and soft fruit.
west/central Scotland where there is high e, . 4 ) Other crops are watered by whatever natural
rainfall. . YA 'rainfall occurs.
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Land management

Water can be conserved on farmland by & 8 % : - \ y glsr:::étzrﬁ)fgpvsvgg:u't “AeRisdadlals

constructing ponds, creating wetlands and ‘ o i — oy o .

wader scrapes, and planting trees on the banks ’ S ot V Watgr |rr|gc1t|o_n I sjplelel o] el piE

of rivers and streams. Planting trees on river & )it EEGTER e b‘.Jy e oper_ote. Ui
* . costly water-storage is also required.

banks can help stabilise them and cool rivers for : . : g
: . ) , . TN : : Modern indoor plant-growth facilities rely
both animals and for fish habitats. : e 1 S
A a : heavily on stored water facilities.



