The Hydrological Cycle

PRECIPITATION

The water droplets become bigger and heavier
and fall from the sky as rain, hail or snow.

CONDENSATION

The water vapour cools in the atmosphere,
forms water droplets in clouds and turns into
liquid water.

TRANSPIRATION

Some water is used by plants (including trees)
which is returned back to the atmosphere from
their leaves.

EVAPORATION

The sun heats water liquid which turns into a
gas called water vapour.

PERCOLATION

SURFACE RUNOFF

When water hits the land, some of it flows over
the surface and into rivers and lakes/lochs.

INFILTRATION

Some water moves into the soil and some is
soaked up into the soil.

THROUGHFLOW

Water flows and travels through the soil.

Some water moves and sinks into permeable

rocks underground.

GROUNDWATER FLOW

Water flows through the rocks underground
before entering rivers/lochs.




