Grazing on the Edge

COMMUNICATING SUSTAINABLE LAND MANAGEMENT

LEADING IDEAS FOR LAND AND COMMUNITIES

THIS RESPONSIVE OPPORTUNITY FUND INITIATIVE
DRAWS EXPERTISE FROM:

THE JAMES HUTTON INSTITUTE
/ - SCOTLAND'S RURAL COLLEGE

SEFARI stands for Scottish Environment, Food and Agriculture Research Institutes
— it is the collective of Moredun Research Institute; Scotland’'s Rural College; The
James Hutton Institute; Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh; The Rowett Institute;
and Biomathematics and Statistics Scotland. These Institutes work together to
deliver unique and globally distinctive multi and inter-disciplinary research.

This collective delivers the Scottish Government funded 2016-2021 Strategic
Research Programme on agriculture, environment, food and land. SEFARI improves
the flow of research findings and expertise between the Programme and policy,
commercial and public users. SEFARI works alongside the Scottish Centres of
Expertise on climate, water and animal disease.

This briefing focuses on one of our short-term Responsive Opportunity Projects
called 'Grazing on the Edge: communicating the value of common grazings and
grasslands through collaborative film,’
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To watch the film and learn more about the work behind this project visit:

http://www.hutton.ac.uk/research/projects/TRANSGRASS
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The Responsive Opportunity initiative is a new capability to the Strategic Research
Programme (SRP) within its central knowledge exchange strategy. It is designed to
increase the visibility of the invaluable contributions the SRP makes towards sus-
tainable economic growth and improving the lives of people in Scotland and beyond
through new and collaborative knowledge exchange ideas.

The documentary ‘'Grazing on the Edge' was created by collaboration between
researchers from the James Hutton Institute, policy representatives and Skye
crofters. Crofting common grazings account for 6% of Scotland’s land; they
contribute to society as cultural landscapes and are valuable assets to the Scottish
economy and natural heritage. 'Grazing on the Edge’ seeks to understand what
could be lost if these vital crofting common grazings are not managed more
strategically for their many benefits.

Responsive Opportunity funds have enabled the film and video clips, with key policy
messages, to be shared with policy and crofting audiences in a series of
debate-stimulating screenings. The screenings seek to influence post-Brexit
government policy, and parliamentary and public debate about the acute challenges
in upland management.
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