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The UK Agri-Tech Centre

Facilitating the Development and Adoption 
of Innovative Solutions on Farm



• The merger of three UK agri-tech 

centres — Agri-EPI, CIEL, and CHAP —

officially created the UK Agri-Tech 

Centre in April 2024

• An independent business, supported by 

Innovate UK

• Enable businesses to develop their 

innovations to be technically and 

commercially robust, and work with 

farmers and growers to increase 

adoption of emerging agri-tech

• Create an enabling innovation 

ecosystem for agri-tech sector growth in 

the UK by addressing critical challenges 

that prevent new innovations getting to 

market

The UK Agri-Tech Centre

Mission 

To accelerate the development and 
deployment of innovation across agri-

tech

Vision

An agricultural sector that is among the 
world’s most innovative, dynamic, 

resilient and sustainable through the 
development and application of agri-tech​

Who we are



Universities, 

Institutes, 

Start-Ups, 

Innovators, RTOs

Ideas

Bridging the Gap
Impact

Agri Supply 

Industry, 

Processors, 

Retailers, 

Farmers and 

Agri-Businesses



We might have passed on this innovation…………



What we do

• Test, trial and demonstrate: increase the successful 
development and adoption rate of emerging agri-tech by 
farmers to improve agricultural productivity, profitability 
and sustainability

• Sector growth: create an enabling innovation ecosystem 
for agri-tech sector growth in the UK by addressing critical 
challenges that prevent new innovations getting to market

• Agri-tech business support: enable UK agri-tech SMEs 
to access the skills, expertise and capabilities needed to 
successfully deliver solutions through to commercialisation



Providing expertise and world-class facilities to businesses, 
driving agri-tech development and growth

Capabilities and resources

The UK Agri-Tech Centre

43 
innovation 

facilities

22 

strong farm 
network

Geographic 
& sector 
coverage

Expertise: 150 in-house 

agri-tech experts

Ecosystem: collaborating 

with over 470 businesses from 

SMEs to global corporations

Experience: working with 

industry to deliver over £85m 

of agri-innovation projects

Unique in agri-tech



UK Agri-Tech Centre

University 
(Research)

Smart 
Farm

Capabilitie
s 

(Development)

Farm 
Network 
(Commercial)

Farm 
Community

(Community)

Technology Readiness Level (TRL)Low High Commercial



Scottish Farm 
Network

John Seed, 

Woodend, Duns

David Smurthwaite, Mackie’s 

Dairy, Old Meldrum

Robert Neill, 

Upper Nisbet, 

Jedburgh

John Weir, 

Lacesston, Cupar

Brian Weatherup Jnr, 

Parkend,  

Cowdenbeath

Niall Jeffrey, 

Bielgrange, 

Dunbar

Gregor Bruce, 

Logierieve, Ellon

Sion Williams, 

Bowhill Farming, 

Selkirk

Angus Soft Fruits, 

East Seaton, 

Arbroath













Who should you work with to deliver Innovation and break 
down barriers to Adoption?

Ventures, SMEs Academic Science 

and Research

Investors & 

Funding 

Agencies

Government International

Associations, 

Societies & Trade 

bodies

Agri-Supply 

Industry

Processors & 

Retailers

Farmers and 

Agri-Business

Catapult 

Network



Delivering Innovation and Impact 

~£12 Million in private 

funding secured by 

businesses working with 

UKATC

Prioritising projects that are 

closer to market

Dedicated to key industry 

challenges

Focusing on novel and 

transformational agri-tech 

Assessing product potential 

and market feasibility

85 SMEs engaged 

through R&D and 

commercial projects

~£5 Million in CR&D 

matched funding for 

projects with UKATC

52 companies
incubated at/using 

our hubs

152 businesses using 

UKATC capabilities, Farm 

Network used in 31 
projects

302 businesses 
engaged through UKATC 

activities



Thank you
Contact  the UK Agri-Tech Centre at

 

andy.evans@ukagritechcentre.com

ukagritechcentre.com
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